Leave “as is”
(leastintervention)

Arrested Decay
(conservation/
maintenance)

Stabilization

(consolidation)

Restoration

Rehabilition

Reconstruction

Relocation
(most intervention)

Replication or Facsimile

2 of physical in

tervention

Architectural Conservation—
Degrees of Intervention

“Laissez-Faire”
(do nothing)

Minimal Repair
(minor stabilization,
“mothballing”)

Structural Repair,
Stabilization of Finishes

Restore to a prior
appearance (period) as
accurately as possible

Adaptive Use
(recycle, retrofit,
modernize)

Extensive rebuilding on
original site (Anastylosis)

Removal to a new site
as last resort

Re-creation either
“in situ” or at a different
site with new materials

m The realm of work for most architectural conservationists

Considerations:

1. Conservative vs. Radical Approach

Conservative— more easily reversed, conserves more authenticity,

and often costs less

Radical—Less easily reversed, affects the authentic quality of the
site,and is usually more expensive

2. Objective: Finding the “right” degree of intervention; the
conservative approach is usually safer and better

Chart 8-2 Architectural Conservation: Degrees of Intervention




